
 

Why Our Classical Academy Chooses a Low-Tech Classroom in a Digital 
World 

In an era dominated by notifications, screens, and rapid-fire digital media, a 
growing question faces modern education: Are we truly teaching children how to 
think, or are we simply teaching them how to consume?


At our classical academy, the administration frequently evaluates how to best 
serve our students’ intellectual and moral development. While the modern world 
insists that more technology is the answer to every educational challenge, we 
have intentionally chosen a different path. By maintaining a low-technology 
classroom environment, we protect the sacred space of learning, foster deep 
attention, and cultivate a community of lifelong learners.

Here is why our classical model intentionally prioritizes books over screens, and 
conversation over devices.


1. Protecting the Gift of Deep Attention 

A growing body of cognitive and neurological research confirms that constant 
interaction with digital environments fragments our capacity for sustained focus, 
conditioning the brain for rapid, superficial scanning. Classical education 
counters this digital distraction by intentionally cultivating scholé—a Greek word 
meaning restful learning or productive leisure.


• The Pencil and Paper Advantage: Studies show that writing by hand 
engages the brain's neural networks differently than typing. This physical act 
slows down the thinking process, forcing students to internalize concepts, 
practice fine motor skills, and retain information more deeply than they would 
on a screen.


• Sustained Reading: Reading physical books allows students to engage with 
text without the temptation of opening a new tab or reacting to a notification. It 
builds the "cognitive stamina" required to read complex classics, from Homer 
to Shakespeare, preserving the brain's capacity for deep comprehension.




2. Cultivating the Socratic Community 

Education is not merely the delivery of information from a screen to a student’s 
brain; it is a deeply human, relational endeavor. When students are 

buried behind laptops or tablets, the classroom dynamic shifts from a 
collaborative community to a room of isolated individuals.


"The digital world isolates us; the classical world invites us into a grand 
conversation."


By removing screens, we elevate the Socratic method. Students look each other 
in the eye, listen to opposing viewpoints, and articulate their thoughts clearly. 
This face-to-face interaction builds empathy, rhetorical skill, and true friendship 
(philia), which are central to the formation of a virtuous character.


3. The Classical Approach to STEM: First Principles Over Shifting Software 

A common misconception is that a low-tech classroom cannot provide a 
rigorous STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math) education. In 
reality, a classical framework offers a superior foundation for the sciences 
precisely because it prioritizes timeless critical thinking over temporary software 
interfaces.


Consider how the greatest innovators of our time—and past eras—actually 
learned. Tech leaders like Elon Musk frequently attribute their breakthrough 
successes to "First Principles Thinking." This concept, which dates directly back 
to the classical philosophy of Aristotle, requires an individual to boil a problem 
down to its most fundamental, undeniable truths and reason upward from there.


In the tech industry, device interfaces, coding languages, and digital 
applications change by the month. What is cutting-edge today will be obsolete 
by the time a child graduates. Training a student primarily on specific software 
apps is training them for a world that will soon disappear.

By contrast, the critical thinking aspect of STEM remains entirely unchanged. In 
our low-tech classrooms, we focus on the enduring foundations of scientific 
inquiry:


• Understanding the "Why": While tools like calculators are utilized effectively 
to handle complex computation, we ensure technology never becomes a 
crutch for understanding. Students must master the core conceptual math 
before automating it, ensuring they understand the logic behind the numbers.




• Empirical Observation: In science, students use their own senses to observe 
the physical world and actively conduct hands-on laboratory experiments.


• The Historical Roots of Discovery: By reading the foundational texts of the 
great scientists of prior eras—from Isaac Newton to Gregor Mendel—students 
learn how a great mind tackles the unknown.


We do not just teach students how to consume technology; we teach them the 
fundamental principles of mathematics and physics that allow them to invent the 
technology of tomorrow.


4. Grounding Education in the Real and the Beautiful 
A classical education recognizes that true learning involves the whole person. A 
low-tech classroom honors the physical world and protects students from the 
exhaustion of constant screen time. Students engage with:


• Tactile Learning: Flipping through the pages of a well-worn atlas, tracking 
math steps on a whiteboard, or handling physical objects to grasp abstract 
concepts.


• The Arts: Playing acoustic instruments, singing in harmony, and practicing fine 
arts by hand.


• The Wonder of Reality: Learning to appreciate the world as it is, rather than a 
curated, digital imitation of it.


5. Preparing Students for the Real World, Not Just the Digital One 
By cultivating an agile, first-principles intellect, our students are uniquely 
equipped for the future. A student who can read critically, analyze logically, and 
communicate persuasively can adapt to any software or digital tool in a matter 
of days. We are not training students to be operators of specific machinery; we 
are training them to be the thinkers, leaders, and innovators who will design the 
future.


Embracing a Richer Education 
Our commitment to a low-technology environment is not a rejection of progress; 
it is a preservation of what makes us human. By closing the laptops and opening 
the great books, we give our students the freedom to think deeply, love what is 
beautiful, and grow in wisdom.

We invite you to visit our campus and witness the quiet joy of a focused, 
conversational, and genuinely classical classroom.


